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in the country farther east. Several important roads
pass through this town,3 aiid, were it not for the proximity
of Lan-chou? An-ting would be a very important com-
mercial center; the transit trade is considerable, and
there is here a likin station whose receipts are very large.
Thirteen miles to the west of An-ting we crossed a low
pass (altitude 7865 feet),2 and entered the valley of the
Hao-wei ho which flows into the Yellow River about ten
miles to the east of Lan-chou. The soil grew stonier as we
neared a range of granite mountains running north and
south, which a few miles farther on deflects the Yellow
River in its easterly course, and forces it to take a great
bend to the north. Here and there in the lower part of
the valley I saw some small paddy-fields and numerous
little grist-mills, built, with absolute disregard of possible
freshets, along the bank of the river. Most of the vil-
lages, however, and the greater portion of the cultivated
land, were on the hillsides. Some two miles more, through
a rocky gorge leading due north, and we came on the
Yellow River, where, issuing out of a gorge of granite
rocks,, deep down in which it has worn a narrow channel,
it bends suddenly to the north and flows swiftly on
tlm>ugh a broad, open country till lost in the distance*
The river was not over 175 yards wide in the gorge, swift
and beautifully clear, but partly covered with huge blocks
of ice which had got jammed in this nai^row channel. The
yellow color of its water in its lower course is due, in
a measure, to the dust blown into it below Ning-hsia Fu7
but principally to the loess silt continually brought down
by the important affluents which flow into it near T'ung-
1 A road goes to KungCh'angFu       ^Kreitner calls tins pass Tshe-da
and thence to Hsi-an via Ch'ln Chon,    ling, and gives its altitude as 2200
or to Han-clmug via Li Hswu, Hsi    meters (about 6820-feet). TheHao-
ho, and L'iieh-yang,                             wei lie is also called Ko-iuen ho.